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Empowering disadvantaged and at-risk
children around the world to achieve their full
potential through effective educational
interventions.

Core Values

Our intention is to intervene in the course of these children’s lives through education
programmes that focus not only on academic progress but also on the many psychosocial
and contextual factors that impinge on their learning and, in the final analysis, on their
academic performance. This requires a whole-of-child approach that tackles the many
complex issues that these children face in post-apartheid South Africa, including the
effects of poverty, food insecurity and social disruption in their daily lives.

OUR VISION

OUR MISSION

To provide effective educational programmes
for disadvantaged and at-risk children,
primarily in South Africa, that include
afterschool tutoring in Mathematics, Science
and English, life skills and leadership
mentoring and psychosocial support. Our
declared intention is to make a measurable
impact on their learning and to provide them
with access to gainful employment in later
life.
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"Tutoring at EwB is an amazing experience. The organisation
taught me how to make my tutoring more organised and fun!" 

- Okhule Mosioua, Tutor (right in photo)
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Dear EwB supporters,

Each year, we write a brief message of encouragement with the goal of reflecting on the
year and highlighting key features of our annual report. 

2023 has been a sombre year for the world at large and South Africa has had its share of
challenges. Shining like beacons in a dark night has been the work of NGOs in South
Africa. One of these beacons is EwB.

Corvell Cranfield started the year as Director of Operations & Education for EwB and,
together with Anthea Jansen (Programme Lead) they have demonstrated exemplary
leadership. Their efforts, with the help of a passionate and dedicated  team “on the
ground”, have raised EwB to a new level. Reading this report will surely convince you!

During this year, we began the process of transitioning to an expanded South African
Board with international representation from Canada, Australia/NZ and South Africa with
provision for additional members from the US and other countries.  These board members
bring new expertise and vision as we build programmes in South Africa and fundraising
efforts abroad.

On the topic of fundraising, we would like to acknowledge the South African Film
Festivals and other fundraising efforts in Australia, Canada and the United States. Without
the hard work of many many people in each of these countries, EwB would not exist.

Founders' Message

We would like to end this brief message
with the 2011 poem of Grade 12 Fezeka
student, Zimasa Mgengo (see next
page). 

We leave it to you to decide whether
EwB in 2023 continues to support
students with a vision like Zimasa.  

Yours in education,

Cecil and Ruth Hershler, Co-Founders of
EwB, on behalf of all involved on the
EwB journey 4



what this day will be…?
I wonder
what will my future be….?
I wonder
it will be so exciting
to be exposed to the world
my heart will be rejoicing
oh, what a confidence in me
a successful lady working very hard
what’s fearsome about that?
nothing at all
oh, I must stop this wonders
if I don’t, I just come back
i must dream of things
that will make me successful
I have confidence in me
let them see who I am
strength doesn’t lie in numbers
I  live to all i trust
all I trust becomes something that I own
I have confidence in me

—Zimasa Mgengo, 2011
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BY THE NUMBERS

PROGRAMMES

Language Enrichment Learners
Grade 1-3

Mathematics and English Learners
Grade 4-7

Cumulatively in 2023, Education without Borders held 540 math sessions, 4 math
skills mastery assessments, 480 English sessions, and 3 English assessments across
all sites.

EwB provides after school education enrichment programmes for disadvantaged
and at-risk children from a number of sites in the Western Cape in South Africa.
These include after school tutorial sessions in Mathematics, English, some targeted
Science topics and further programmes supporting psychosocial support and
leadership. EwB also offers Home language enrichment programmes (isiXhosa,
Afrikaans and English) in the early years (foundation phase).

EwB also supports local Indigenous programmes operating in Canada.

EwB learners attend classes up to three times a week in addition to a holiday
programme. EwB provides sandwiches, fruit, and a drink before each class as well
as meals during the holiday programmes. Programmes are held in the Cape Flats
townships and surrounding areas, with programme activities facilitated by a
dedicated team of about 50 tutors, the majority of whom are students at the
University of Cape Town or the University of the Western Cape, including some
EwB graduates.
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“I started with EwB in 2022 when the organization
started at our school. My childhood at home has
been great but at school it was never the same. As
young as I am, I have faced personal challenges. At
school I faced a lot of bullying that caused me to
have a low self-esteem and a lot has been negatively
said to me many times.

But today, I am still here, winning and doing my best
with the help of EwB. I don't know the correct words
that can explain the impact of EwB in my life. I am
the learner that I am today because of this
programme. Our future behind this programme is
amazing and I would like to continue with EwB. 

Today I have received 6 certificates and one of the
certificates I received was a top achiever in English
by 98% amongst all the Grade 7 learners. 

I thank you EwB for playing such an important role in
my life.”

-  Owaziyo Rawe, Grade 7 learner

41%
Boys

59%
Girls
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EwB implemented a skills mastery approach in 2023 that involves:
 

High-quality teaching                                                                                                              
The evidence tells us that high-quality teaching is the most important factor when it
comes to improving attainment outcomes, particularly for disadvantaged pupils. 

           
Using diagnostic assessments (formative assessments) to identify learning gaps    
For learners in need of additional support, research suggests that providing targeted
academic support finely tuned to the needs of individual pupils (EWB approach) offers
potential benefits.

Wider strategies to address non-academic barriers to success                                   
Strategies at schools that have a significant impact on attainment and support
learning include improving attendance, behaviour and re-establishing routines,
relationships, and expectations. 

Outcomes

In the Grade 6 assessment, EwB learners outperformed their non-EwB peers by 10%.
46% of the regular EwB attendees (attended 70% or more of EwB sessions) improved
by more than 10%.
In our second and final assessment cycle, the improvement in learners doing fractions
increased significantly at two schools after a period of remediation.
The third school performed much better on the fraction items than the other two
schools, but did not show improvement in the post-test. This is due to the fact that
some learners did not master the fraction skills, because they got answered
incorrectly in the post test, but correctly in the pre-test

Mathematics Skills Mastery

8



“In my few months with Education without Borders, I've experienced a
transformative impact. The consistent training and collaborative atmosphere have
boosted my confidence and resilience. I've honed skills like Effective
Communication, addressing concerns and providing feedback. 

The emphasis on Cultural Sensitivity enriched our learning space by celebrating
diverse perspectives. I've also adopted Innovative Teaching Methods, using
multimedia and real-world applications to engage students. Excited about
Education without Borders' future, the commitment to excellence and inclusive
education promises a bright journey of transforming lives."

- Nosipho Gxekwa, Tutor (right in photo)
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Enrichment Programmes in
South Africa

Children learn, individually or in small groups. EwB’s
language enrichment programme has a big focus on
learning sounds (phonics).

Learning Sounds through Language Enrichment

EwB learners in the language enrichment programme are
using LEGO to sound out word prompts from their
teacher. It is followed by written exercises where the
words are used in sight reading. 

LEGO has proven itself time and again to be the ice-
breaker for literacy, cognitive and perceptual
development in children especially for those in deprived
environments. The more exposure we can give these
kids, the better!

Incentive Programme
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The incentive drive is based on criteria emerging out of
the learner performance. These include top achievers,
most improved, and high attendance. The incentives
included certificates and food vouchers. The photo
shows smiling and appreciative recipients.

LEGO Reading Programme



- Nomakhosazana Benedicta Notywala, parent

“My first child has been part of the EwB programme since 2013 from Mseki
Primary school to Fezeka High, Palisa Notywala. Ever since she was part of the
EwB programme, we have noticed progress in her schoolwork. She has since
passed her matric last year at Fezeka High. 

I strongly believe that if she was not part of the programme, she wouldn’t have
passed, hence I also made sure that my other two daughters join the
programme, Milani Notywala and Katlego Notywala. Milani is in grade 7 and
Katlego grade 4 at Mseki Primary School. Milani (grade 7) started in the
programme from grade 4. She can now express herself in English and does so
confidently and her maths has improved.”
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Solar Lanterns and Sunshine in a Jar

The combination of educational content and interactive
demonstrations not only captivated learners attention
but also fostered a deep appreciation for sustainable
energy sources.

Wind Turbine Challenge

Learners learnt how wind turbines work including how
to reduce drag, the number of blades, blade shape,
stem length, overall length, pitch, material type, angle
of the turbine, how to record voltage, and how to
calculate power.

The objective was for learners to understand the
essential technology, philosophy, and skills of
documentary filmmaking. Learners were provided with
a visual tutorial and an in-person workshop.

Young Filmmakers Crash Course

"I just want to share my sincerest gratitude towards the EwB
team, as well as the people behind the scenes.

You have continuously supported our school not only
academically but have introduced our learners to other avenues
of learning. Our learners were exposed to the Zipzap Academy,
the Solar Lantern and windmill project, as well as the Second
Chance programme --- all of these are first time experiences for
our learners, and for that I can't thank Education without Borders
enough."

 - Mr. Q. Heinrich, School Principal
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EwB learners had a wonderful experience with the staff
at Zip-Zap Circus.

Circus without Borders (Zip-Zap)    

The Second Chance Trust is a team of experienced next
generational focused counsellors that aim to promote a
generation of educated and responsible young people
who have the skills and confidence to make a meaningful
contribution to society. Their role is to inspire young
children/adults to see the world from a positive
perspective and empower them with skills to make
informed and responsible decisions.

Second Chance Trust

Every month, learners had great fun learning to surf
and they are starting to catch killer waves.

Surf without Borders

The EwB was excited to work with the parents of EwB’s
Grade 7 learners. They presented their plans for Grade
8. There was a great turnout from all our schools. 

Parents Meetings
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Mandela Day activity was sponsored by ESET.
Additionally, they brought facilitators that did a short
presentation and shared some tips about how children
could stay safe online, what to share and what not
online, cyberbullying, etc. ESET colleagues also brought
along 100 essential kits for the children (toothbrush,
cloth etc) to hand out to everyone.

Mandela Day Celebrations

EwB planned strategic guidance in planning and
restructuring its English curriculum. EwB also received a
vast number of resources from the SHINE organization
and wanted to make sure that these resources were
incorporated into its plan.

English Indabas with experts

Tutor Recruitment

EwB continuously identifies tutors who have expertise
in Mathematics and English content areas. This includes
consciously seeking tutors with relevant qualifications,
experience, and a passion for supporting learners in
overcoming challenges.

Tutor Training Programs

Comprehensive training programmes for EwB tutors were
developed covering instructional techniques, assessment
strategies, effective communication with learners, and
fostering a supportive learning environment. EwB
provides ongoing support and mentoring to tutors as
they implement the EwB remediation plans. 
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Achievements

Bellville South Primary School Certificate
Achievers

Winners of the Special Benson and
Mdingi Awards

Nyameko Primary School Certificate
Achievers

Mseki Primary School Certificate
Achievers

“As grade 3 teachers, we have seen a huge improvement in
our learners. We had learners who struggled with blending
sounds, who omitted sounds when writing words, who
could not create words, unable to read or create sentences.
With the intervention of EwB teachers in the afternoon
programme, our learners are able to create words, create
sentences using the words, reading with understanding and
comprehending.”

-  Dawn Mlandu, Grade 3 Teacher15



EwB had a great opportunity to thank its 43 TLT
staff by handing out certificates for the help and
support given to our staff and beneficiaries. It is
only through their involvement that EwB was
able to do as much as it did in terms of
administration support, language enrichment
support, tutor support, preparing food for our
learners, etc.

The Learning Trust Certificate Ceremony

EwB partners with The Learning Trust (TLT) and has received assistance through the
Social Employment Fund (SEF) to support upskilling tutors and the operation of EwB’s
after-school programmes. EwB staff also actively participated in TLT networking events
and monthly sessions on monitoring, evaluation and learning. In 2023, EwB joined TLT’s
Early Grade Learning Project to assess EwB’s language enrichment programme through
an E-Quiz evaluating literacy and numeracy through an Early Grade Reading
Assessment.
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 - Mrs. Hele, parent to Grade 6 learner, Mikhulu

“Mikhulu Hele started the programme in 2022 when he was
doing Grade 5 and now he is in Grade 6.  At first I was not sure
about the programme and I was doubtful because I did not
see any impact, but my son was more eager and passionate
about it, and I thought I should give it a chance and see. 

From this year I have seen amazing growth from my son, the
way he communicates in English, how he has gained
confidence and also how he has improved in Maths and
English. 

Today I am a proud mother who sees and knows that my son’s
future's so bright with the help of EwB. I am confident that I
can advise other parents to put their children to this
programme as it is so helpful to the kids. I am very
appreciative of everyone involved in our children’s lives at
EwB.”

EwB held an appreciation dinner with EwB staff,
principals and deputies and a guest of honour. Mr.
Mathiso, Circuit manager for Bellville South Primary
School and Nyameko Primary School.

To celebrate their achievements, EwB held an end of
year party for EwB learners. The water slides led to
smiling faces and learners fully enjoying their fun day.

Appreciation Dinner

Learners End of Year Party
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EwB Supports Puzzle to Foster Treaty
Awareness

EwB in Canada is also proud to support the
Anishinabek Nation’s Wampum Belt Puzzle,
an education resource in Ontario to help
students and teachers build awareness of
treaties and treaty relationships.

In Canada, Education without Borders continues to develop relationships with the
Homalco Nation near Campbell River.

EwB in Canada

In 2023, EwB supported their efforts to
record Elder stories in the form of
“Remember” podcasts. 

Currently EwB is collaborating with the
UBC Comic Studies Cluster, three
Indigenous artists and the Homalco
Nation to convert some of the oral
stories into graphic novels for
introduction into  school curriculum.

Sample of Homalco graphic novel (Courtesy of Tchadas Leo)

CBC News: Graphic novel from Homalco First Nation aims to spark youth interest in
traditional teachings. Read here.

Victoria Buzz: Vancouver Island First Nation revive language with graphic novel
depicting their history. Read here.

Campbell River Mirror: Graphic novel depicting history of Homalco First Nation
coming in summer. Read here.

Chek News: Graphic novel depicting history of relocated Vancouver Island First
Nation nears completion. Watch here.

IN THE NEWS
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/graphic-novel-teachings-1.7103657
https://www.victoriabuzz.com/2024/01/vancouver-island-first-nation-revive-language-with-graphic-novel-depicting-their-history/
https://www.campbellrivermirror.com/local-entertainment/graphic-novel-depicting-history-of-homalco-first-nation-coming-in-summer-7302233
https://www.cheknews.ca/graphic-novel-depicting-history-of-vancouver-island-first-nation-nears-completion-1187646/


EwB in Australia & New
Zealand 
The 5th consecutive South African Film Festival was held in May 2023. Our core festival
value has been to raise funds for Education without Borders. And this is done through
direct donations and donations at point of sale. 

Funds sent to Education without Borders – after expenses and retaining working capital 
2023: $203,829 which include $154,829 from 2022 plus $49,000 from the 2023 festival.

This is going towards the overall programme development: the movement into high
schools, the strengthening of our tutorial programme, the provision of greater support
for language enrichment and the roll-out of the mastery approach for Maths education
across all years. Please see the Addendum to the 2022 Annual Report (on page 18) for more
details.

Our Board currently comprises 7 members with Geoff Solarsh as Chair. He, together with
Jo Silbert are also on the newly formed International South African Board for Education
without Borders. Our Board meets 4 times/year and meetings are animated opportunities
to grapple with the complexities of fundraising for education in South Africa. 

This year brought a significant drop in festival numbers. As the first ‘normal’ year post
covid, it appears that people were not yet ready to go out to films and other
entertainment. Online attendance has steadily dropped from 2020-21-22-23! Those that
attended, however, were very positive and it appears that our wide range of films are
valued by both South Africans and non-South Africans.

As a board, we would like to attend to the following going forward:
 

We aim to expand our Board membership so that it better reflects the wide range of
South African expats and other community members in Australia with an interest in a
successful and thriving future for South Africa. 
We hope to broaden the scope of our fundraising strategy in Australia beyond our
exclusive reliance on the SA Film festival. 
We have generous donors to EwB and we would like to support them in more
concerted ways. For this we require SA news items and consistent EwB updates which
are now being delivered. The maintenance of our donor base requires a constant flow
of good news stories and evidence of the achievements of this programme in South
Africa  and we hope to be able to soon show some numbers reflecting the impact that
EwB is having on our learners.19

https://educationwithoutborders.co/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/EwB-Annual-Report-2022-with-addendum.pdf


South African Film Festivals
The South African Film Festivals proudly bring the best of South African features and
documentaries that inspire, inform and entertain whilst exploring the culture, history and
politics of South Africa. They are not for profit events organised by volunteers and were
established as the principal means to raise funds for Education without Borders. Each of the
festivals in Canada, United States and Australia & New Zealand run under the auspices of a local
regional EwB Board. 

In 2023, SAFF festivals were held in Australia and New Zealand, Canada and the United States.
The festivals featured 20 diverse films, which raised over $100,000 all of which will directly
contribute to supporting EwB educational initiatives in South Africa and Indigenous projects in
Canada.

In Memoriam: Howard Petrook

Howard Petrook was an indelible part of EwB since the expansion of
SAFF to Toronto in 2015. He volunteered as principal fund raiser for
SAFF Toronto and subsequently SAFF Canada. In addition he was
instrumental in the establishment of SAFF-USA. Howard was constantly
thinking about imaginative ways to raise funds for SAFF. Auctions,
receptions, and sponsorship were among the successful initiatives he
led for the benefit of SAFF and EwB. Howard never shied away from
asking for financial support for this cause that he so very much believed
in. His persistence and persuasiveness assured that he was always
among the top fundraisers at SAFF Canada and EwB. We will all miss
him and his passion dearly. Thank you, Howard.
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https://saffcanada.ca/
https://saffusa.net/
https://www.educationwithoutborders.ca/post/mel-beaton


69%

17%

14%

77%

23%

EWB GROSS REVENUE FROM JULY 2022-DECEMBER 2023 = $176,076

Individual Donations  • 69%

Film Festival and Events • 17%

Corporate Donations • 14%

EWB TOTAL EXPENSES IN 2023 = $265,481

Distribution to EwB* • 77%

Film Festival and Events
Expenses • 23%

Financials: Australia & New Zealand

Amounts in Australian dollars

*Distribution to EwB includes
funds from previous years

21



40%

35%

13%

12%

79%

14%

6%
4%

EWB GROSS REVENUE IN 2023 = $172,165

Film Festival and Events  • 40%

Individual Donations • 35%

Interest • 13%

Corporate Donations • 12%

EWB TOTAL EXPENSES IN 2023 = $127,191

EwB Programmes in South Africa • 79%

Film Festival and Events • 14%

Indigenous Projects in Canada • 6%

Miscellaneous • 1%

2023 Financials: Canada

Amounts in Canadian dollars
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59%

30%

6%
3% 2%

61%18%

15%

3% 3%

EWB GROSS REVENUE IN 2023 = R4,561,306

Donations from Australia  • 59%

Donations from Canada • 30%

Donations from South Africa • 6%

Interest Received • 3%

EWB TOTAL EXPENSES IN 2023 = R2,466,664

Programme salaries in South Africa • 61%

Tutor Stipends and Training • 18%

General Programme Expenses • 15%

2023 Financials: South Africa

Amounts in South African Rand

The Learning Trust Grant • 2%

Grants/Donations • 3%

Accounting/Internet/Bank Charges • 3%
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Cecil Hershler (Chair)
Ruth Hershler (Executive Director)
Denese Belchetz
Rodney Benson
Sandy Berman
Judy Kirby
Suzanne O’Donaghue
Tim Pezarro
Wendy Royal

Geoffrey Solarsh (Chair)
Cecil Hershler
Caroline McLachlan
Claire Jankelson
David Jankelson
Keith Miller
Margot Segal
Jo Silbert

In 2023, Education without Borders was governed by three regional Boards in Canada,
Australia and South Africa. Members provide financial support through fundraising efforts
such as EwB’s South African Film Festivals.

Thato Makgolane (Chair)
Jon Clark
Ruth Hershler
Stephen Murefu

2023 Board of Directors

AUSTRALIA 

CANADA

SOUTH AFRICA
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2023 EwB Team

Corvell Cranfield, Director of  Operations and Education
Anthea Jansen, Programme Lead
Mickayla Smith,  Bellville South Site Coordinator
Unathi September, Mseki Site Coordinator
Likhona Lubisi, Nyameko Site Coordinator
May Gertrude Lungiswa, Administrative Assistant and Language Enrichment Coordinator
Monde Mdingi, Tutor Coordinator

The EwB operations team directly oversees the day-to-day delivery of after-school and
holiday programmes to learners at schools or community centres in townships outside
Cape Town.
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2023 Tutors
The following tutors played an important role in our 2023 success. 

Liziwe Nko
Lungiswa May
Babongile Vani
Asemahle Mdlangu
Thandekile Lukhele
Samantha Nkosi
Zusiphe  Adonis
Thandile Ngqalo
Alyssa Notenga
Neliswa  Makalima
Nombuyiselo Qubuda
Awande Benge
Releveta Mabunda
Ayondile May
Esihle Mrwetyana
Buhle Banangile
Onako Nqunqa
Luthando Doda
Kholekile Mpengesi
Yongama Mhlapo
Siphenathi Mkhosi
Tassin Williams
Nosipho Gxekwa
Phillip Julies
Kuhle Mosiuoa

Chad Abels
T-Jane Mofokeng
Tanisha Smith
Kanani Ndinisa
Likhaya  Jama
Mthokozisi Ngcingane
Zintle Melane
Aqhama Tinise
Aluncedo Nogutsha
Acwengile Cholidiza
Emihle Nqwene
Kgotso Molefe
Mesello Tutor
Palesa Magidigidi
Sanele Tungela
Xola Soga
Zikhona  Mhlapho
Ty Rese Makosa
Esethu Kofi
Samuel Sithole
Kamogelo Dikgalo
Atha Dondolo
Anozuko Hina
Asemahle Ngcwasana
Eunice Doyi

Simphiwe Madolo
Axole Nziweni
Olwethu Ruxwana
Simone Karels
Ntando Mafilike
Bukelwa Sigila
SyMohamed Saidi
Sherry Tamlyn
Ndinisa Bafikile
Klass Sisipho
Siyamthanda Matola
Ngawethu Mapeyi
Bongi Gqobo
Ncobile Mbhungele
Singalakha Pakade
Dimpho Bangani
Tiffani De Bryn
Vanessa Gumede
Kezia Jooste
Emihle Nqwene
Nivon Munnik
Ray-Ray Gorjeh
Seemole Shika
Owam Vethezo
TamiaTemele
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Thank You To Our
Supporters

Corporate Sponsors

Legal Probono Sponsors 

"EwB has an enormous impact on our school's Foundation Phase. They stimulate our
learner’s ability to read with exciting lessons. With these lessons our learners benefit
by expanding their language structures, strengthen their comprehension skills and
overall class morale. The programme inspires our learners to be excellent readers
and writers. Education without Borders is always putting our children's needs first.
We are grateful to be part of this special organization."

- Janice Damonse, Grade 1 Teacher and Deputy Principal
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New EwB Website

Program Partners

EwB has launched a new website.

You can now learn more about EwB’s
history, programmes, stories, and more
from educationwithoutborders.co.



WWW.EDUCATIONWITHOUTBORDERS.CO

https://www.facebook.com/EwBcan
https://www.linkedin.com/company/education-without-borders
https://www.instagram.com/ewb.canada/
https://twitter.com/EwB_Canada
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9DJ_h3DUgb1HwkVPXCDWng
https://www.educationwithoutborders.co/

